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October 29, 1997
A key to Asia's stability is a peaceful and prosperous relationship between the People's
Republic of China and Taiwan. I reiterated America's longstanding commitment to a one
China policy. It has allowed democracy to flourish in Taiwan and provides a framework in
which all three relationships can prosper -between the United States and the PRC, the United
States and Taiwan, and Taiwan and the People's Republic of China. I told President Jiang that
we hope the People's Republic and Taiwan would resume a constructive cross-strait dialogue
and expand cross-strait exchanges. Ultimately, the relationship between the PRC and Taiwan
is for the Chinese themselves to determine - peacefully."
First of all, I think the most important thing the United States can do to facilitate a peaceful
resolution of the differences is to adhere strictly to the one China policy we have agreed on, to
make it clear that within the context of that one China policy, as articulated in the
communiqués and our own laws, we will maintain friendly, open relations with the people of
Taiwan and China; but that we understand that this issue has to be resolved and resolved
peacefully, and that if it is resolved in a satisfactory way, consistent with statements made in
the past, then Asia will be stronger and more stable and more prosperous. That is good for the
United States. And our own relations with China will move on to another stage of success. I
think the more we can encourage that, the better off we are. But I think in the end, since so
much investment and contact has gone on in the last few years between Taiwan and China, I
think the Chinese people know how to resolve this when the time is right, and we just have to
keep saying we hope the time will be right as soon as possible. Sooner is better than later."

